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Had We Been Meritorious We Would Have Read: “r1ab XwN 138>
Now that We Were Not Meritorious We Read: ”maw? noIN”

This upcoming Shabbos, on which we read parshas
Devorim, is referred to as “"Shabbos Chazon." This name
derives from the fact that the haftarah designated
for this special Shabbos is taken from the words of
the prophet Yeshayah, who prophesied about the
destruction of the Beis HaMikdosh (Yeshayah 1, 1):71rm1«
“@hwr Sy M Sy o ws ymnR [ omyey —
the vision of Yeshayahu the son of Amotz, which
he saw concerning Yehudah and Yerushalayim. This
parsha and this haftarah are always read, without
exception, on the Shabbos before Tisha B'Av — or on
the actual Shabbos of Tisha B'Av, in which case the
fast is postponed to the following day, Sunday.

It is a well-known fact that the parshas we read on
Shabbos, were arranged specifically by Ezra HaSofer
to conform to an annual cycle (Megillah 31:). It is
worthwhile, therefore, to investigate why Ezra HaSofer
saw fit to institute the recitation of parshas Devorim
on the Shabbos before Tisha B'Av.

Addressing this issue, the Levush (O.C. 428, 4)
cites the words of the Tur and the Shulchan Aruch
(ibid.): "JamnxXY [Nwn] @Tp a2 nywn” — Tisha
B'Av precedes parshas Voeschanan; then he adds: 113
oTp Iwn 5w 1mnan nbnnw oAt nwnb NP
“l2mn Sy nAon XATW PR 712 wbah 11D ,aNa v
— so that Moshe's rebuke of the people, which begins
in parshas Devorim, will be read before Tisha B'Av
along with the haftarah of "Chazon,” which is a rebuke
concerning the destruction of the Temple.

In other words, we wish to connect these two rebukes
— Moshe's rebuke of Yisroel before his death with the

prophet Yeshayah's rebuke of Yisroel concerning the
destruction of the Temple. Since we read Yeshayah's
rebuke on the Shabbos before Tisha B'Av, it was
arranged that parshas Devorim would coincide with the
reading of this haftarah.

“y1ab RWN 19IX” Is a Rectification for
“TTR AW OIN

Let us begin our journey by following the Levush's
lead. What is the deeper connection between Moshe
Rabeinu's rebuke in parshas Devorim and Yeshayah's
rebuke concerning the destruction of the Temple? Let
us refer to the following Midrash (Eichah Rabbah; Intro.
11):,""12‘7 NWN 2N 171N DINTp an"™iT anwor 1R«
TN (K X T2IX) DINTP DR M DnoT Nbw »wam
”772 7TAW? — had you been meritorious, you would have
recited from the Torah, "How can I carry alone?”;
now that you were not meritorious, you are required to
recite, "How is it that she sits alone?”

The following requires explanation: (a) clearly, both
rebukes employ the term “TT2IN”; nevertheless, why
would the recitation of “*12% RWN 131"~ -"How can I
carry alone?” preclude the necessity of reciting iT21X”
“17a mawr--"How is it that she sits alone?” (b)
Today, in our times, although we recite from the Torah:
“r125 RWK 113IX”--"How can I carry alone?”, due to
our multitudinous sins, we still mourn the destruction
of the Temple, on the night of Tisha B'Av, by reciting:
“T72 AW OIR”--"How is it that she sits alone?"”

To clarify our sages' riddle and deeper message, let us
examine the followingwords of rebuke uttered by Moshe,
in our par'sha:,n::ﬂ'l DONWNAY DOMIY r1ab KWK IR

Parshas Devorim 5771 | 1



DRWNY DWAWS DTN DI DGR DIWAR DAY 1A
“D2"WNI2 — how can I alone carry your trouble, your
burden, and your quarrels? Provide for yourselves
distinguished men, who are wise, understanding, and
well known to your tribes, and I shall appoint them
as your heads. Rashi comments:1115 7“1 70N, DRWNI
WY ,0mmT wra nmbn SRaw Sw ommmwrw
“TIwaiT 7% omR a5 mmb on% — the word
"DNRWNRY” is written without the letter "yod" (changing
the meaning of the word from "I will appoint” to “their
guilt") to teach us that the sins of Yisroel hang on the
heads of their judges; for they should have protested
and directed them to the proper path. Why, according
to Rashi's insight, did Moshe Rabeinu emphasize this
point here — that the judges bore responsibility for
the people's sins?

First, let us recall what we have learned in the
Gemoreh (Yoma 9:);,271 M nubn NWNXY wIpn“
mmy NS T amay o paw omat o awbw ubn
iTMNa PpoIY "MW W wIpn 5ax ...omT mben
TNMTW bR A0 R bk orton mbran nnym
wow T3 DI nRaw avpww M55 oin nxaw 12
“@MmT Mabwr My NSA T Ay Ay — the
first Beis HaMikdosh was destroyed because of the
commission of the three cardinal sins — idol-worship,
immorality and murder. During the period of the
second Beis HaMikdosh, however, the people engaged
in Torah study, the performance of mitzvot and acts of
kindness. It was destroyed because of baseless hatred,
"sinas chinam" — this teaches us that "sinas chinam”
carries as much weight as the three cardinal sins. The
Gemoreh proceeds to prove, from a possuk in Yechezkel
(1, 27), that even during the period of the first Beis
HaMikdosh, “sinas chinam” already existed among the
leaders of Yisroel.

“Sinas chinam” among the Leaders of Yisroel
Led to "Sinas chinam” among the People of Yisroel

We must note the alarming commentary of the Kli
Yoker on our parsha (Devorim 1, 1). He states that the
baseless hatred that existed among the leaders of
Yisroel during the period of the first Beis HaMikdosh
led to the baseless hatred that developed among the
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people of Yisroel during the period of the second Beis
HaMikdosh. Here are his sacred words:

N b ora o obannn mwyn M aNa war
MARM (1D X O™M2T) 21N0aw 1 58w nin nNw
T NI YWY WD LN MR MK T NNIwa
[MMIX V1T Dwn IMIK DIRNW DNXK AKX DONK MK
™MaD T by mabat m o pam by 9abat m
R11W RNNDN 93,1710 R RNW DA TR 90w nxRn
WK T YA TR TOM T Y NN L T7apn DA DNIN
DA NRAW T PWRD 112200 0w PR N1 T
SxAw 53 Pa yaan anwbd nw N SR wRwa a
ZRPM NNINTD

The incident with the spies, the "meraglim,” occurred
on Tisha B'Av. That very day, the negative characteristic
of "sinas chinam" emerged amongst the people of Yisroel.
They accused Hashem of hating them (Devorim 1, 27),
although He truly loved them. This was an indication
that they hated each other and, therefore, assumed
that HKB“H hated them, as well. This incident gave
birth to the negative characteristic that caused the
destruction of the two Temples. During the period of
the first Beis HaMikdosh, "sinas chinam" existed among
the leaders of Yisroel; during the period of the second
Beis HaMikdosh, this defect spread among the people
themselves — as stated in the Gemoreh in Yoma.

Additionally, in light of the fact that the first Beis
HaMikdosh was destroyed because the people were
guilty of committing the three cardinal sins, where were
their leaders? Why didn't they take steps to prevent
the people from committing these transgressions? The
answer, sadly enough, is that there was a lack of unity
among the leaders of Yisroel. Due to their quarreling
amongst themselves, they were incapable of presenting
a united front and no longer represented a positive
influence on the people.

Furthermore, as we learned from the Gemoreh:71%%«
53 7T Ay Ny whw T Dan nRAaw apww
“@MmT mobwr MMy — “sinas chinam” carries the
same weight and gravity as the three cardinal sins.
Consequently, the "sinas chinam” that prevailed among
the leaders of Yisroel was just as serious a transgression
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as the three cardinal sins. Seeing as they were not free
of guilt, and their offense was just as great, they were
incapable of steering the people away from the sins of
idolatry, immorality and murder.

Aswediscussedat length inour essay on parshas Masei,
citing the Sefas Emes (5659), this is the reason that
HKB"H arranged for Aharon HaKohen fo depart from
this world on Rosh Chodesh Av — the commencement
of the nine days on which we mourn the loss of the Beis
HaMikdosh, which was destroyed because of “sinas
chinam.” It is HKB"H's wish that Aharon will influence us
from above to follow in his ways and to love our fellow
Jew. As we learned in the Mishnah (Ovos 1, 12), the
disciples of Aharon were characterized as:D15Ww MR«
“Tn% 127pm MMAan nX MR, D5w 51N — loving
peace, pursuing peace, loving all creatures and bringing
them nearer to Torah.

Moshe Rabeinu the Future Redeemer
Yearned to Hasten the Redemption

Let us now introduce an idea from the Megaleh Amukos
(20). Moshe Rabeinu wanted to enter Eretz Yisroel so
that he could build the Beis HaMikdosh. HKB"H told him
that that was not possible; for, if he were to build the
Beis HaMikdosh, it would be impossible for our enemies
to conquer it or destroy it. The Gemoreh (Soteh 9.)
explains that our enemies never captured the Mishkan,
because it was the result of Moshe's handiwork. This
is evident from what we have learned: W1pn mawn”
TN 1MMNAYT 10 NP TN SN TIA NWwRA
“NITXY — once the first Beis HaMikdosh was built, the
Ohel Moed (the Mishkan) was stored, including all of its
structural components.

The Midrash explains (Eichah Rabbah 4, 14) that
in the process of the destruction of the Temple,
HKB"H visited his wrath on the wood and stones of
the structure rather than on Yisroel. This is implied in
HKB"H's response to Moshe: “9% 27” — you are on too
high a level and your handiwork is beyond the realm and
capacity of Yisroel's enemies to conquer. Therefore,
Moshe's request to cross the Yarden and build the Beis
HaMikdosh was denied; so that HKB"H would not be

Shvilei Pinches

forced to visit his wrath, chas v'shalom, on the people
of Yisroel. This is what we learned from the Megaleh
Amukos.

In fact, Moshe Rabeinu also knew that VYisroel's
enemies had no power or control over his handiwork. Yet,
according to the Megaleh Amukos (252), he prayed to
enter Eretz Yisroel and build the Beis HaMikdosh in the
hope of realizing the final and complete redemption —
hageulah hasheleimah. As the Zohar hakadosh teaches
us (Bereishit 25:), Moshe Rabeinu, himself, is destined
to be the Melech HaMashiach. This is alluded to in the
possuk (Bereishit 49, 10): N7,/ vaw MO K5”
01 12 mwn K1 ,150 Pan ppInm T A mwn
“rwn KT 1“9 K2 13 1Y The possuk states that
the royal scepter will not depart from the tribe of
Yehudah — this is an allusion to Moshiach ben David;
next it states that a lawgiver will not depart from
his descendants — this is an allusion to Mashiach ben
Yosef; until the arrival of Shiloh — this is an allusion to
Moshe; the numerical value of 1“9 is the same as the
numerical value of the name T“wn — both equal 345.

Moshe's entreaty to enter the land in order to build
a Beis HaMikdosh that would endure forever is now
easy to comprehend. For, at the time of the future
redemption, HKB"H will slaughter the yetzer hara and
exterminate it from the world, once and for all. In that
event, there will be no need for HKB"H to pour out
his wrath upon the wood and stones of the Temple's
structure. Nonetheless, HKB"H informed Moshe that
Yisroel were not yet worthy and the time for the future
redemption had not yet arrived.

Additionally, let us recall the words of the Tikunei
Zohar (69, 112.):X71T X171 b33 nwnt mmuwbnz«
“371¥1 pr1¥ 5321 — inother words, there is an extension
of Moshe Rabeinu's neshamah in every generation and
in every tzaddik. The Megaleh Amukos on Voeschanan
(45) finds an allusion to this phenomenon in Moshe's
proclamation to Yisroel (Devorim 3, 26): 12 71 7aynmw”
“2ayn% — the word “9aynn” derives from the word
“ibur,” which is a form of reincarnation. Thus, Moshe
is telling the people that due to their transgressions

Parshas Devorim 5771 | 3



and unworthiness, he will have to reincarnate in every
generation and into every tzaddik--instead of bringing
in the redemption himself, during his lifetime.

“"How Will I Be Able to Bear the Burden Alone”
after My Brother Aharon's Decease

We can now begin to comprehend, fo some small
degree, Moshe Rabeinu's heartfelt outpouring and open
rebuke of Yisroel: DaNwM namw mab NwKR ANR”
“@da™ — how can I bear your trouble and your
burden and your quarrels alone? In other words, so long
as my brother Aharon — the ultimate peacemaker —
was alive, he assisted me by promoting peace between
the members of Yisroel.

Now, however, that Aharon has passed away on
Hor HaHar, I have been left alone; how am I to bear
this burden alone? I am not capable of eradicating
the "sinas chinam” and resolving the disputes alone.
Notwithstanding, I will not abandon you, but rather:
“a3mawb Dt Dman oMmsn owaN nab i
— appoint for yourselves wise, capable men, i.e. the
tzaddikim and leaders of each and every generation;
“DDMWNT2 DMWRY’ — and I will reincarnate into them.
Through them, I will teach you the ways of Hashem and
how to overcome the nasty attribute of “sinas chinam,”
senseless hatred.

By means of his faculty of divine inspiration —
"ruach hakodesh” — Moshe foresaw the causes of
the destruction of the two Temples. He realized that
"sinas chinam” would prevail among the leaders of
Yisroel during the period of the first Beis HaMikdosh;
outwardly, they acted friendly toward one another,
but, in reality, they did not hesitate to stab each other
in the back. This "sinas chinam” among the leaders
of VYisroel led to the prevalence of "sinas chinam”
among the people of Yisroel during the period of the
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second Beis HaMikdosh. Therefore, Moshe cried out
from the depths of his being: “D2YWNX9Y2 DRMWNRY”
— the blame for the people's tragic failure, their
baseless hatred, lies with the leaders; the leaders
failed to guide the masses properly due to their own
shortcomings in this matter.

We can now shed light on the meaning of the
Midrash:RWNR TR TN DIRMP DNMT DNIOT 15N«
“912% — had you been meritorious, it would have sufficed
for you to recite from the Torah the possuk relating
Moshe's rebuke of the people concerning quarrels and
"sinas chinam”; had you taken the message to heart,
by putting aside your differences and learning to love
and appreciate one another, the Beis HaMikdosh would
not have been destroyed. “@naT Xbw 1Mray” — now,
however, that you were not meritorious and did not heed
Moshe's words of rebuke: fTaw? 131X DIXTIP DNR M1
“I72 — you are forced to recite the lamentations of
Eichah, in the aftermath of the destruction of the Beis
HaMikdosh due to baseless hatred, "sinas chinam.”

Alas, we can also understand why parshas Devorim
is always read on the Shabbos before Tisha B'Av.
This parsha contains Moshe's Rabeinu's rebuke of
Yisroel:“@a2m™ DaXwn DM r1ab RwNX ARG —
how will I carry alone your trouble, your burden
and your quarrels? Reading and hearing this rebuke, is
intended to convey the lesson of the Midrash. Had we
heeded Moshe's words of rebuke: “*1ab NwN 3187,
we would not have to recite on Tisha B'Av: fTaw? f13IR”
“112. In the final analysis, we must comprehend the
tragic consequences of “sinas chinam” and be motivated
to perform teshuvah fully to eradicate "sinas chinam”
from our midst. Inthis merit, we will realize the final and
complete redemptionand will no longer need to recite the
lamentation of 772 Maw? MR,
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